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REED, Henry Daniel 

On Wednesday January 26, 2011, Henry Daniel Reed peacefully passed from this world after complications of pneumonia. Henry approached life with energy, passion, and an amazing sense of humor. He was a son, brother, Uncle, friend, teacher, mentor, counselor, and confidant. For those lucky enough to spend time with him, he taught us the true meaning of ability. 

Born August 31, 1946 in Springfield, Illinois, Henry was the third of Della Louise and Henry Reed's four children. His family left Illinois in 1962 and settled in southern California. Henry lived an exceptional and unique life, one greatly defined but not limited by his disability. He struggled against an acquired form of muscular atrophy leaving him permanently in a wheelchair by his 12th birthday. 

Sister, Shirley Cornelius of Rockford, IL, Robert Reed of Redondo Beach, CA, and Mike Reed of Ojai, CA, survives him; along with Nephews, Nieces, Great Nephews and Nieces, and Great Great Nephews and Nieces too numerous to mention. 

In 1981, Henry moved to Santa Barbara to live with his brother Michael Reed and his new family. It was after his sister-in-law met a Rehab specialist at the state disability office, Kenna, that Henry learned about the many programs designed to help exceptional people like him. With her and his families' help, Henry enrolled in Santa Barbara City College, received a motorized wheelchair, moved into his own apartment, and time and time again, proved the world wrong. He was elected to the student senate while at SBCC and graduated in 1986. Henry immediately transferred to UCSB and graduated in 1988 with a degree in psychology. Motivated to help those around his live their lives productively, Henry enrolled in graduate school at Antioch University and received an MA in Clinical Psychology in 1993 and his MFCC. 

Henry's life was defined by his desire to positively affect the world around him. As an associate professor and Disabled Students/Programs Services Counselor, Henry did just that. You couldn't walk downtown with him without someone flagging him down to say hello and thank you, or take a picture with him. If you sat in his office with him, he constantly had students popping in to say hello and share their accomplishments with him. In 2010 Henry received the Faculty Excellence award for his contribution to the SBCC Community. When asked his favorite part of his job, Henry responded, "Assisting students in their educational process is an honor and I love seeing students' progress in their life's journey." 

That is what made him remarkable; he taught students to move pass their limitations and embrace their abilities. He taught them to be advocates for their lives, and how to laugh at just about anything. He made you forget he was in a wheelchair. 

In honor of this exceptional human being a Celebration of Life will be held on Friday, February 4th at 12 pm in the Student Services Plaza at Santa Barbara City College. In lieu of flowers, the family encourages any gift to be made to the Henry Reed Memorial Scholarship Fund. Checks can be made payable to SBCC Foundation, include Henry Reed Fund in the memo line please. 

